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of thinking. He expounded his plan to his wife, and she
agreed, convinced or weary.
The prospect of a stay in Baden-Baden then calmed him
down, and he resumed his work. He wrote an article on
Belinsky. "I sweated in writing it. This work has exhausted
me. I could have written ten pages of a novel more easily
than one page of this article." In reality Dostoevsky was not
yet sure of his opinion of the critic whom he had admired
and detested with equal vigor. He wanted to express his
gratitude to the man who had encouraged him as a beginner,
but a certain rancor checked his enthusiasm. He rewrote his
article five times.
Upon his return to Dresden, Dostoevsky had sent a letter
to Katkov asking for an advance of five hundred rubles,
which he needed to go to Switzerland and Italy. But it was
only on July 3 that the couple were able to leave Dresden
for Baden-Baden.
At Baden-Baden, Dostoevsky dragged his wife to the gam-
bling halls and explained roulette to her. They played, won,
and then lost what they had won.
The next day Feodor Mikhailovich took ten ducats and
left his wife alone in the hotel room. Three hours later, at
seven o'clock, he had not yet returned. Anna Grigorievna
lay on the bed, sick, anguished; all around her the shadows
deepened slowly. At eleven o'clock her husband finally ap-
peared, pale, haggard, disheveled, with his tie awry. He had
lost. He explained that his old pocketbook had brought him
bad luck, and decided to throw it away.
On the next day, the program was the same* He left for
the casino with five ducats, and Anna waited for him. On his
return she asked; "Did you lose?"